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JAMES RUTTEN — KIDS’ CANCER PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.10 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the extraordinary 
efforts of nine-year-old James Rutten, who is present in the gallery today with his family and friends. In May last 
year, James lost his best friend, Declan, to neuroblastoma, a form of cancer affecting one in 100 000 children. In 
a difficult time, James took time to ask the hard questions that came with such a loss, but he also decided to do 
something. In his words, he decided to raise as much money as possible so the scientists can find a cure for cancer 
and better treatments for kids. 
To honour Declan’s bravery and memory, James is fundraising to support the Kids’ Cancer Project and will spend 
four days walking on the Bibbulmun Track with his sister Bethany and friend Tilly. The Kids’ Cancer Project is 
a national charity, established in 1993 with the aim to support bold scientific research that has the greatest chance 
of clinical success in the improvement of treatments of childhood cancers. I believe the house will agree with me 
when I say they are fortunate to have such a committed and determined young man raising money on their behalf. 
To date, James has raised over $4 400 and will begin his walk on 2 March. 
I assure James that the state government is dedicated to funding research for cancer and childhood cancer here in 
Western Australia. We have committed to implementing the future health research and innovation strategy, which 
includes developing a 10-year cancer research plan. This will be informed by consultation with academics, 
researchers, consumers, carers and medical research stakeholders to agree to a long-term strategic approach to 
cancer research in WA. I am also pleased to inform James and the house that the Telethon–Perth Children’s 
Hospital Research Fund has provided $850 000 over five years specifically to childhood cancer projects. 
I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for bringing James’ incredible work to my attention. I commend the 
fantastic work of James in assisting Western Australian researchers in finding a cure for our kids in the memory 
of his friend Declan. On behalf of the house, I wish James, Tilly and Bethany the best of luck for their time on the 
Bibbulmun and their safe return home. 
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